A comparative study of labelled neutrophil behaviour in patients with rheumatoid arthritis and normal volunteers.
A comparative study of neutrophil pharmacokinetics and distribution between normal volunteers and patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is presented. White cell viability was confirmed by prominent localization of activity in the spleen with minimal liver uptake and lack of retention in the lungs in both normal volunteers and RA patients. There were no significant differences between both groups in granulocyte clearance from the lungs and their subsequent distribution in the spleen, bone marrow and liver. The results of this study demonstrate that the behaviour of granulocytes in RA patients is essentially unchanged from that of normal volunteers.